
 
 

6th Grade  2020 Recommended Summer Reading  
        Parents are encouraged to help their child make a selection. Books highlighted in yellow are a part of your child’s  "Summer Readers, 
Tomorrow's Leaders" packet. 

Astrophysicist and Space Advocate Neil 
Degrasse Tyson  by Marne Ventura 

780L 

 

                Because of the Rabbit  
by Cynthia Lord 

660L 

 

 

The Cod’s Tale By Mark Kurlansky 
1050L 

 

 

A Boy Called Bat by Elana K. Arnold 
760L 

 

 

One Hen: How One Small Loan Made a 
Big Difference by Katie Smith Milway 

650L 

 

Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob 
Buyea 
560 L  

 

Tangerine by Edward Bloor 
680L 

 

Flush  By Carl Hiaasen 
830L  

 

*Blood Moon  by Chris Kreie 
620L  

 

Restart by Gordon Korman 
730L 

 

*Mira in the Present Tense by Ashley 
Edward Miller 

870L  

 

The Last Kids on Earth by Max 
Brallier 
650L 

 

Refugee by Alan Gratz 
800L 

 

**Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick 
1000L 

 

**Holes by Louis Sachar  
660L 

 

**The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 
810L 

Catherine Called Birdy by Karen 
Cushman 

1090L 

* For access to e-books please call 
your child’s campus for username and 
log-in information 
 

http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=364990&walkerID=1552084410450
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=261621&walkerID=1552084580687
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=257843&walkerID=1552084677069
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=368021&walkerID=1552084720346
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=375697&walkerID=1551018524544
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=393567&walkerID=1552084607552
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=41856&walkerID=1552084772545
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=113806&walkerID=1552084540468


 

  

**Students should read the book 
version to successfully complete the 
teacher’s assignment. 

 

http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=272093&walkerID=1552084635617
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=308304&walkerID=1552084858755


7th Grade 2020 Recommended Summer Reading 
Parents are encouraged to help their child make a selection. Books highlighted in yellow are a part of your child’s  
"Summer Readers, Tomorrow's Leaders" packet. 
 

Hello Universe 
By Erin Entrada Kelly 

690L 

 

 
Clayton Byrd Goes Underground 

By Rita Williams-Garcia 
710L 

 

 
Schomburg:  

The Man Who Built a Library 
By Carole Boston Weatherford 

1100L 

 

Fire Girl  
by Tony Abbott 

670L  

 

Life as We Knew It 
by Susan B. Pfeffer 

770L 

 

Jacob Have I Loved 
by Katherine Paterson 

880L 

 

Deadly Little Secrets  
by Laurie F. Stolarz 

730L 

 

I am Malala 
by Malala Yousafzai 

with Patricia McCormick 
830L 

 

   Ready Player One  
by Ernest Cline 

970L 

 
 

Girl Stolen  
by April Henry 

      770L 

 

Shock Point  
by April Henry 

     830L 

 

Wednesday Wars  
by Gary D. Schmidt 

990L  

 

The Tunnel  
by Josh Anderson  

   770L 

 

Summer of the Mariposas  
by Guadalupe Garcia McCall 

840L  

 

 **Series of Unfortunate Events 
Book 1 

by Lemony Snicket 
1010L 

 
 

**Students should read the book version to successfully complete the teacher’s assignment. 

http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=259795&walkerID=1552085401190
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=-2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=308354&walkerID=1553014653659
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=-2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=36493&walkerID=1552943639880
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?bibID=277334&site=207&siteTypeID=2&viewType=2&walkerID=1552085481330&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&includeLibrary=true
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/handlebasicsearchform.do
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=399128&walkerID=1551362214223
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=333594&walkerID=1552085586914
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=-2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=294707&walkerID=1552943218025
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=-2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=366743&walkerID=1552943700925
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=385511&walkerID=1552085641314
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=-2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=343227&walkerID=1552943287556
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=17962&walkerID=1552944766569


8th Grade 2020 Recommended Summer Reading  
Parents are encouraged to help their child make a selection. Books highlighted in yellow are a part of your child’s "Summer 
Readers, Tomorrow's Leaders" packet. 

 
Refugee 

by Alan Gratz 
800L 

 

 
    The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora  

By Pablo Cartaya 
750L 

 

 
     What Color is my World?  The 
Lost History of African American  
                     Inventors 

By Kareem Abdul-Jabbar  
880L 

 

Forget Me    
By Kim Harrington  

HL550L  

 

The Selection 
by Kiera Cass 

680L 

 

Tequila Worm  
by Viola Canales 

830L 

      

Waiting for Normal  
by Leslie Connor  

570L  

 

Tell Me Something Real   
by Calla Devlin  

HL690L  

 

Scythe 
by Neal Shusterman 

830L 

 

**Beastly  
by Alex Finn 

580L 

 

**Ender’s Game  
by Orson Scott Card 

780L 

     

Million Dollar Throw 
by Mike Lupica 

960L 

 

Scribbler of Dreams  
by Mary E. Pearson 

640L  

  

Swallowing Stones  
by Joyce McDonald 

820L 

 

**The Book Thief  
by Marcus Zusak 

1110 L 

 

**Students should read the book version to successfully complete the teacher’s assignment. 

http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=362219&walkerID=1552944283965
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=348273&walkerID=1552945936908
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=205225&walkerID=1552946047236
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=300210&walkerID=1552944338099
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=387175&walkerID=1552945964053
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=388139&walkerID=1552946140901
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=308299&walkerID=1552944365291
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=58605&walkerID=1552945997704
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=288113&walkerID=1552946204365
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=46935&walkerID=1552945798890
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=45033&walkerID=1552946021385
http://destiny.wisd.us/cataloging/servlet/presenttitledetailform.do?siteTypeID=2&siteID=&includeLibrary=true&includeMedia=false&mediaSiteID=&bibID=236392&walkerID=1552946230979


Central Middle School 

Summer Reading 

English 1 (2020-2021) 

 

  

Congratulations on enrolling in an English I Advanced class. This course poses a greater demand than a traditional eighth 
grade course and will give you greater knowledge as well as the opportunity to earn high school credit in middle school. With 
this opportunity comes responsibility; this course allows for high school credit but also requires the successful completion of 
the English I EOC Exam. It is necessary for students to prepare for the rigors of the course. One of the methods of preparing 
and acquiring said knowledge is through reading. Students who have enrolled in an advanced class must read and complete all 
portions of the summer assignment. When reading please take notes; your assignments have been attached. During the first 
week of school, you will receive a Pre-AP English I contract for you and your parents to read and sign. The contract will 
explain the rigor and expectations of the advanced course and the repercussions if you do not comply. 

  

Note: Assignments must be submitted at the end of the first week of school. Any student who fails to submit his/her work will 
receive zeros for all assigned portions of the summer reading. Keep in mind that not turning in your first assignment may lead 
to the removal from the course. 

  

Academic Dishonesty As a student in this course (and any academic setting), you will receive a ZERO for the given assignment 
if you commit or assist someone else in committing plagiarism. Plagiarism is the theft of words, phrases, sentence structures, 
ideas, or opinions. Plagiarism occurs when any such information is taken from any source or person and—intentionally or 
unintentionally—presented or “borrowed” without mention of the source. Plagiarism also occurs when materials from cited 
sources are reproduced exactly or nearly exactly but are not put in quotation marks. Copied work of any kind or cheating in 
any other fashion will NOT be tolerated. Students may not collaborate with other students, former students, parents, or 
anyone else to complete these assignments.  You may have someone proofread your work. 

  

Note from English I teacher: DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO START ON THIS ASSIGNMENT! 
REMEMBER THAT THIS ASSIGNMENT IS YOUR FIRST ACADEMIC IMPRESSION! 

HAPPY READING AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU. 

  

 

ASSIGNMENT 

You will read and analyze the short stories below.  You will analyze for character and plot development as well as theme and 
other literary elements.  You will complete part I titled Journal Entry Instructions for both stories.  The stories can be found 
online; simply search the title and the author.   

“Story of an Hour,” Kate Chopin 
“The Sniper,” Liam O'Flaherty 
 
 



Part I: Journal Entry Instructions 

Students are required to choose five   journal prompts/questions to answer from the following list for each of the short stories (You 
will end up with a total of 10 journal responses between both stories).  Answers must be hand-written on notebook paper, must be at 
least six sentences in length, and must be titled with the following organizational format: 

Name/Date:  

Title/Author:   

Journal Prompt/Questions:  

Response (Six Sentence Minimum) 

Journal Entry Choices  

1. Describe a conflict (external or internal) in the story. The conflict could be between characters, between characters and nature, or 
between a character and him/herself. How would you respond if this happened to you? Who would you go to for advice? Explain your 
response.  

2. What does the story teach you about human behavior, or what life lessons are expressed in the story? What lesson did you learn 
from this ? How can you apply this lesson to your own life? Provide text examples/specific details to support your responses. Be sure 
to explain. 

3. If you could become one character in the story, who would it be and why? What personality traits and/or physical features attract 
you to this character? What does this character have that you admire? If you could select one actor to play one of the characters in the 
story, who would it be and why? Consider physical characteristics and personality traits in your response. Be sure to explain. 

4. Choose one section from the story that you liked. Explain why this section appealed to you. Illustrate a scene from this section. 
Your illustration may be a realistic sketch or symbolic. Explain how your illustration represents what you liked about this section.  

5. Summarize and explain the ending of the story. Create a new ending.  

6. Compare and contrast this story to another story/book you have read. How are the plots similar and different? How are the main 
characters alike or different (both physically and emotionally)? How are the endings alike and different?Be sure to explain.  

7. Write a letter to one of the characters that you liked in the story. What would you say to this character? Include several questions for 
the character to answer. If you could give advice to one character in the book, who would it be and why? Be sure to reference a 
particular conflict.  

8. Choose a character, event, or conflict, and write a poem, song, or other creative piece that symbolically represents your choice. Be 
sure to explain how your choice symbolically represents your character, event, or conflict. 

9. Select one socially relevant topic discussed in the story. State and defend your position on the topic. Provide facts to support the 
way you feel. What values and ethics support your position? Be sure to explain. 

10. What is the setting of the story? List examples from the story that reveal or support the setting, such as music, language, clothing, 
food, recreation, and geographical features. Be sure to explain. 

 

 

 

 
 


